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RC plane enthusiasts have a chance to get up close with the planes and pilots during the Valley RC Flying Club’s  30th 

annual Ray Gordon Memorial Jumbo Fly-In, which will be held from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. June 20-21 at the flying field in 

Harrisonburg. (Photo by Jason Lenhart / DN-R, File) 

 
Wayne Voyles (left) and Tyke Hale of Lynchburg watch as their model jet approaches 160 mph during the Ray Gordon 

Memorial Jumbo Fly-In. (Photo by Jason Lenhart / DN-R, File) 

http://www.dnronline.com/articles/print_preview/20140612rcfly_in


 
Pilots Paul Schaffner (left) and Bob Donahue, of Baltimore County, Md., prepare to land their Priper Tri-Pacer 1/3 scale 

model during the 29th annual Ray Gordon Memorial Jumbo Fly-In held June 21, 2013. (Photo by Jason Lenhart / DN-R, 

File) 

Since the mid-1970s, the Valley RC Flying Club has been dedicated to reviving an 
American pastime: model airplanes. 

 

The nonprofit organization currently boasts 55 model airplane enthusiasts, each of 
whom flies jumbo-sized novelties. And, for two days this month, club members will 
share this passion with spectators. 

 

The club will host the 30th annual Ray Gordon Memorial Jumbo Fly-In from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. June 20-21 at the 8-acre flying field across from the Rockingham County 
Fairgrounds on U.S. 11 in Harrisonburg. 

 

A variety of model airplanes — acrobatics, warbirds, biplanes, and jets — will be 
displayed by local pilots, as well as those from surrounding states, including Tennessee, 
South Carolina, Georgia and North Carolina. 

 

“This is going to be a biggie,” said longtime club member Dan Myers.  “Each year, 
hundreds of spectators come out to watch us.” 



 

Countless hours have been spent constructing the large-scale model planes, many of 
which are fashioned from balsa, plywood and fiberglass.  These remote-controlled 
innovations are scaled between 25-50 percent of the standard, “big brother” 
counterpart, says Myers, with some weighing as much as 50 pounds. 

 

Myers maintains that much time and effort goes into crafting these models, which forges 
a connection between the creator and the product. 

 

“The time spent [creating each aircraft], that’s where the emotional part comes into 
play,” admitted Myers, who has been with the club since ’82.  “We’ve all had 
heartbreaking moments [when the model is destroyed], and it doesn’t get any easier 
when it happens.” 

 

Walter Mann, whom Myers considers to be highly-regarded within the club, maintains 
the airplanes are capable of being destroyed instantaneously, due to a mechanical 
failure or “dumb thumbs” — though such moments of distress are few and far between 
at the Jumbo Fly-In, as enough space is given intentionally. 

 

Furthermore, the pilots operating these crafts have surpassed the novice stage, which 
creates a more comfortable environment for spectators. 

 

“Safety is our number one theme,” said Mann, noting each pilot’s experience.  “This will 
truly be a safe, family-friendly event.” 

 

The event also serves as a benefit for the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank, representatives 
of which will collect donations of money and nonperishable food items. 

 

Food and non-alcoholic drinks will be available for purchase. 

 

Myers is excited for club members to share their enthusiasm with local audiences. 

 

“They’ll get to see how crazy we really are,” he said, with a laugh.   

 

“We are ‘plane’ crazy.” 
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